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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for programming a transmitter comprising the steps of: 

audibly questioning a user, by the transmitter, to determine a 
type of system with which the transmitter is to be used; 

receiving, at the transmitter from the user, a response to the 
audibly questioning step; and 

identifying the type of system with which the transmitter is to 
be used based on the response to the audibly questioning step. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the identifying step identifies a 
DIP switch type system and comprising: 

audibly providing to the user switch setting options; and 
receiving DIP switch setting selections from the user. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the system with which the 
transmitter is to be used includes a receiver and the method includes audibly 
questioning the user, by the transmitter, using questions relating to characteristics 
of the receiver. 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the system with which the 
transmitter is to be used includes an existing transmitter and the method includes 
audibly questioning the user, by the transmitter, using questions relating to 
characteristics of the existing transmitter. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of audibly questioning 
the user comprises audibly questioning the user about characteristics of the type 
of system. 
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6. The method of claim 5, wherein the step of audibly questioning 
the user about characteristics of the type of system comprises audibly questioning 
the user about characteristics of the system with closed ended questions. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the step of receiving a response 
comprises receiving a voice input from the user, wherein the voice input is 
selected from the group consisting of: "yes" and "no". 

8. The method of claim 5, wherein the step of audibly questioning 
the user about characteristics of the type of system comprises questioning the user 
about physical characteristics of the type of system. 

9. The method of claim 5, wherein the step of audibly questioning 
includes audibly questioning the user about a brand of the operator system. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving a response 
comprises receiving a voice response from the user. 

11. A method of programming a transmitter of claim 1 wherein the 
transmitter comprises a push button and the method comprises receiving an 
indication of a push button activation by the user. 

12. A programmable transmitter comprising: 
a radio frequency transmitter; 

a user input control for receiving a user input; and 

a processing portion configured to operate a voice synthesizer 

to audibly question a user to determine a type of system with which the 

transmitter is to be used; 
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wherein the processing portion is configured to receive a 
response via the user input control, identify the type of system with which the 
transmitter is to be used, and set the transmitter to transmit at a frequency for the 
type of system via the radio frequency transmitter. 

13. The programmable transmitter of claim 12, wherein the user 
input control comprises a speech recognition portion coupled to the processing 
portion. 

14. The programmable transmitter of claim 12, wherein the 
processing portion comprises a memory portion, and the memory portion stores 
data identifying security code transmission characteristics associated with the 
identified type of system. 

15. The programmable transmitter of claim 12 comprising a 
memory for storing type data identifying a plurality of types of systems. 

16. The programmable transmitter of claim 15 wherein the memory 
stores attribute data identifying transmission characteristics for a plurality of 
types of systems. 

17. The programmable transmitter of claim 19 wherein the type 
data for each type of system is associated a portion of the attribute data. 

18. A programmable transmitter comprising: 

means for questioning a user with audible questions to 
determine a type of system with which the programmable transmitter is to be 
used; 
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means for receiving a response from the user in response to the 
audible questions; and 

means for identifying the type of system with which the 
transmitter is to be used based on the received response. 

19. The programmable transmitter of claim 18, comprising: 
means for providing audible DIP switch setting options; and 
means for receiving DIP switch setting selections from the user. 

20. The programmable transmitter of claim 18, wherein the means 
for questioning the user comprises means for audibly questioning the user about 
characteristics of the type of system. 

21. The programmable transmitter of claim 20, wherein the means 
for audibly questioning the user about characteristics of the type of system 
comprises means for audibly questioning the user about characteristics of the 
system with closed ended questions. 

22. The programmable transmitter of claim 21, wherein the means 
for receiving a response comprises means for receiving a voice input from the 
user, wherein the voice input is selected from the group consisting of: "yes" and 



no. 



23. The programmable transmitter of claim 20, wherein the means 
for audibly questioning the user about characteristics of the type of system 
comprises means for audibly questioning the user about physical characteristics 
of the type of system. 
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24. The programmable transmitter of claim 20, wherein the means 
for audibly questioning the user comprises means for audibly questioning the 
user about a brand of the system. 

25. The programmable transmitter of Claim 18, wherein the means 
for receiving a response comprises means for receiving a voice response from the 
user. 
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